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declaration in the House of Commons, and appeal to that
House from the vote of the Lords. The Corn debate was
extremely long and dull, and the House more than usually
clamorous and impotent. The only speech was Peel's, said
to have been exceedingly able; the division was better for
the Cornites, and worse for their antagonists, than had been
expected; the decision received with great indifference, and
the question put on the shelf for some time.
The other affair is much more interesting, because more
personal, and involving the existence of the Government.
There seems to have been an abundance of angry feeling and
a great lack of discretion and judgement on all sides: first
of all in the House of Lords thus lightly and somewhat
loosely pressing this vote, and going the length of appointing
a Committee; and why the Duke of Wellington consented to
it is difficult to see, unless it be that his mind is a little en-
feebled, and his strong sense no longer exercises the same
sway. They hardly seem to have intended what they did, for
they made no whip up, and Lord Wicklow went away with-
out voting. As it was, Government had better have rested
upon their old declaration, that as long as they were sup-
ported by the House of Commons they should disregard the
opposition of the House of Lords; and so in fact they would
have done, if the next day Normanby had not flared up so
violently and insisted on resignation or reparation. At the
Cabinet there was a long discussion whether they should
resign or not, and the Speaker, Ellice, and others of their
friends, were strongly for their taking this opportunity of
retiring with all their strength, and upon a question which
would have rendered it next to impossible for their suc-
cessors to go on if they took their places. The result, how-
ever, was the declaration of John Eussell, and their deter-
mination to try their strength in the House of Commons. If
the Radicals support them they will get their usual majority
Ireland since 1835. This motion was directed against Lord Normanby's
Administration. Shortly afterwards this motion was met by a resolution of
Lord John BusselPs in the House of Commons approving the Irish policy of
the Government, which was carried by 318 to 296.]